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The  inaugural  Gordon  Research  Conference  on  "Barrier  Function  of  Mammalian  Skin"  was  held  on 
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The  conference  was  completely  subscribed  with  the  maximum  of  135  participants  approximately 
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Africa  and  the  Middle  East. 

In  addition  to  the  grant  from  the  Air  Force  Office  of  Scientific  Research,  funding  was  also  received 
from  the  National  Institute  of  Child  Health  and  Human  Development,  the  National  Institute  of 
Arthritis  and  Musculoskeletal  and  Skin  Diseases,  the  Office  of  Naval  Research,  The  Gordon 
Research  Conferences,  and  several  pharmaceutical  companies.  These  funds  were  used  entirely  to 
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scientists  (new  faculty  members,  graduate  students  and  post-doctoral  fellows)  to  partially 
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The  conference  fully  satisfied  its  principal  objective:  to  provide  a  unique,  multi-disciplinary 
forum  for  researchers  active  in  studies  directed  at  the  fundamental  understanding  of  skin  barrier 
function.  Attendees  were  drawn  from  chemistry,  biology,  toxicology,  biophysics,  and  most 
permutations  and  combinations  thereof.  Drug  delivery,  risk  assessment  and  regulatory 
considerations  (FDA,  EPA)  were  each  strongly  represented  amongst  the  participants.  The  meeting 
was  extremely  well-received  by  the  attendees,  and  a  second  Gordon  Conference  will  be  held  in 
August,  1991. 
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